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THE FIRST CROSS: PUNISHMENT

TRER S painting of the Cruci

fixion, which is sometimes

regarded as the finest of its

kind, contains only one cross.

Every thought is concentrated upon the

figure of Christ. No one is present with

him; while the landscape consists of a

distant range of hills and some leafy

trees that rise from the background.

The lonely winds of the night, the flap

ping garments, and everything in the

picture summon attention to the solitary

form of the Man of Sorrows. Rubens paints

the three crosses, with the two thieves

still writhing in terrible agony, an agony in
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whose portrayal the artist is said to have

taken delight.

Diirer is a theologian and his painting is a

great Christian dogma, affirming the unique

value of the central cross. Christ s death is

the abiding hope of mankind
;
and bringing

no other offering than the simple faith ofpeni

tence, we may seek the solitude of Calvary

to find the night filled with the promises

of dawn, and the lonely winds laden with

the fragrance offorgiveness and love. Rubens

is ahumanistwho desires to tell thewholestory

of the Passion. For while the cross of Christ

alone is the light of the world, yet its illum

inating rays fall on the two other crosses, the

objects nearest to it, and throw into bold

relief two of the most important facts of

humanity. This moment of suffering con

tains the entire drama of the soul. The

three crosses symbolise three different states
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of man, punishment, penitence, and holiness,

The Crucifixion is a trilogy or Divine Comedy

enacted upon the present stage of time. One

thief impersonates the hell of unrepented sin,

the other stands for the purgatory of godly

sorrow, while Jesus is the paradise of self-

sacrificing love. Three types ofconsciousness

are found here, and these together exhaust

the religious experience of the world. There

is the hard heart of the impenitent thief who

presents us with the most baffling problem of

the religious life. There is the changed

spirit of the penitent thief who is preparing

to enter upon a new manhood. There is

the perfect consciousness of Jesus, which is

the inexhaustible fountain of holiness and

redemption.
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II

&quot; How often would I have gathered you
&quot;

The divine solicitude is for our salvation.

The ceaseless mission of God is to bring man

to repentance. He will leave nothing undone

in order to separate between us and our sin.

Jesus came to take away sin and to reconcile

us to the Father. The Saviour s heart is

straitened, and His mind is filled with deep

concern until we have been welcomed into

the safe retreat of a contrite heart.

But the world is loath to lose any of its

tenants. Sin isaforesighted and accommodat-

ingilandlord whogives easyterms of rental and

places no obstruction in the way of renewal.

Man therefore enjoys for a long while undis

turbed possession. Sometimes years pass

without any breaking of the relations, and

without any of the disillusion that must
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eventually come. The pleasures of sin are

welcomed, the wages of iniquity are drawn in

full account, while the heart deceives itself

into the belief that there will be no day of

reckoning, no harvest home.

George Borrow tells the Welsh legend of

Dinas Bran, the hill that frowns down on the

vale of Llangollen. Upon the summit there

was a wonderfully fine castle filled with every

possible amusement, where music and beauty

and pleasure dwelt in honour. But the Abbot

of Glastonbury cast his charm upon it and

the entire vision was dispelled.
&quot; Then draw

ing forth his sprinkler, he flung the holy

water in the faces of the King and his people.

Whereupon the whole vision disappeared so

that there was neither castle, nor attendants,

nor youth, nor damsel, nor musician with his

music, nor banquet, nor anything to be seen

save the green bushes.&quot; It had been the
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castle of the fairies. And when God lays bare

His mighty hand the boasting and pomp of

sin will vanish as did the castle of Dinas

Bran. &quot;The world passeth away and the

lust thereof.&quot; The unholy wealth which has

been gathered with such unscrupulous avidity

cannot last forever : the comforts which are

laid by for the time of old age will disappear,

and all the glory of this earth will crumble

and fall away, till the victim is left houseless

with no roof to shelter him, no nourishment

that he should desire it.
&quot; As for thy terrible-

ness, the pride of thy heart hath deceived thee.

O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rocks,

that boldest the height of the hill : though

thou shouldst make thy nest as high as

the eagle, I will bring thee down from thence,

saith Jehovah.&quot;

God s method of destroying this false

dwelling of sin and of bringing us to repent-
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ance is twofold. We should greatly err were

we to credit Him with no other means than

fire and earthquake. He uses chiefly the

kindly ways of love, the persuasive argument

of forgiveness, and the fascinating vision of

perfection. These are most gracious but

also most formidable influences in the spiritual

universe. Our wildest dreams can never

picture the wrecking energies that are con

cealed in these apparently gentle agencies.

Love is startlingly regenerative. It is trium

phant. It is akin to the calm sovereignty of

spring which acts with neither noise nor

display, but wields a potency that is careless

of every opposition. The victories of nature

remain with the small and the unseen, with

the germ rather than the earthquake. Love

is one of these gentle forces, whose majesty

we appreciate only after long study and

observation. What confessions of regret
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and shame, of self-condemnation and remorse,

are started by this ambassador of the Lord !

What blackness of despair, what horrors of

memory fall upon him who is smitten with

the infinite compassion of Jesus and the

Crucifixion ! What resolves of amendment,

what supplications for grace and holiness

come with the vision of Him who is the

&quot;

Beauty of Holiness !

&quot;

Nothing has proved so destructive of the

dwelling-place of iniquity as the forgiveness

and love of Jesus. As vernal winds melt our

northern palaces of ice, till neither towers

nor buttresses, nor portion of the wall remain,

so has the love of Jesus when once allowed

to pierce the hard heart brought down the

towers of human pride and the lowest founda

tion of sin. If any man be in Christ Jesus,

he is a new creature. It has been with many

another as it was with Zacchaeus, whose
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tenement of sin was laid low when the love

of Jesus entered: &quot;I must abide at your

house to-day.&quot; In how many souls the spark

of noble impulse has been fanned into a flame

of radiant glory by the aid of goodness and

by the tender grace of our blessed Redeemer.

When the awakened spirit beholds the

mystery of Calvary, and feels the vast pity

with which Christ bore the wrath and ruin

of our sin, then there is no power that can

restrain the transforming changes that begin

to set in.

&quot; Twas love whose quick and ever watchful eye

The wanderer s first step homeward did espy.&quot;

Punishment is God s other summons to

repentance. We might be tempted to call

it God s last resort if it were not that some

times He uses it as His earliest call. Human

punishment is the public estimate of crime,

and is society s method of compelling the
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wrong-doer to face the consequences of his

deeds. It may often happen that ignorance

or callousness may deal unfairly with the

delinquent and thus do much injury. Punish

ment that is unjust may outrage the heart,

brutalize the unfortunate victim, and degrade

him little by little into a wild beast. The

statistics of prisons reveal the fact that

punishment has often been over-estimated

as a deterrent. It is reported that three-

fourths of the offenders for trial before the

criminal courts have been convicted and

punished before. But notwithstanding this,

the most enthusiastic advocates of prison

reform do not recommend the abolition of

punishment, but only the careful study of

each case so as to know what kind of sentence

will be effectual. They advocate the in-

dividualisation of punishment. When this

is wisely administered it may constrain the
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criminal to see how unclean and ugly is his

action, and to begin the homeward journey

to virtue. The disgrace of jail may startle

him into a sense of guilt. Prosecution may

arouse penitence. The policeman may point

the way to holiness. The heavy words of

public rebuke, the dread of social exile, the

fear of bearing always a name of scorn and

shame, strike deep into the conscience
;
and

though punishment embitters the springs of

happiness, yet it may convert them by some

alchemy into mineral waters that at last may

restore health to him who was a moral

wreck. As a result of suffering the con

sequences of his wrong-doing, the criminal

may emerge a holy man intent upon living

down his sin and yielding up his best talent

to the service of the race.

And if the imperfect justice of the state

may renew the soul, how much more may
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be expected from the penal sentences of the

most High God. We may look for much

contrition and change of heart when He

undertakes to compel the sinner to reap

the harvest of his evil sowing, when He

urges upon him the consequences of his

wrong. God s punishment is the divine

estimate of our sin. It is the sharp reproof

of infinite wisdom, the language of universal

justice. When other arguments fail to con

vince the soul, this becomes God s unwelcome

logic. It required the severe pangs of hunger

to turn the prodigal s heart. It required the

shower of brimstone and fire to destroy the

lease which Lot had made with the traders

of Sodom. &quot;Before I was afflicted I went

astray : but now I observe thy word.&quot; These

are God s two instruments ;
and could we

only look above and beyond we should marvel

at the solicitude of an heavenly Father who
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is ever striving to compel each of His children

to face this crisis, this ultimate option of the

moral nature. He who so loved the world

that He came down to die for us, yet moves

among us calling sinners to repentance, yet

seeks to correct our false standards that He

may detach us from dangerous bondage to

our earthly habitation. Either by the message

of unhesitating and tireless love or by the

austere voice of punishment God arrests the

world and summons it to the act of humble

submission to His holy will. God pauses at

nothing in the effort to induce penitence ;
for

He knows that unless the sinner turns from

his evil ways, there is only the dreadful look

ing for of judgment. Man must yield or all

is lost. There is a familiar line which with

slightly different interpretation may be applied

to the sorrow over sin :

&quot; She must weep or she will die.&quot;
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The wayward child of God must have the

relentings of a broken heart. He must weep

or he will die.
&quot;

Except ye repent ye shall

all likewise perish.&quot;

Ill

&quot;And ye would not&quot;

The defiant sinner can oppose God s love.

The moment at which we meet with the

impenitent thief is one of tragic interest.

Our acquaintance with him rests on very

slight information and we have to take our

measurement of his character from one

sentence; but by reason of the selective

genius of the inspired writers, this single

glimpse gives us all we require. Like some

flash of lightning that cleaves the dark mid

night and reveals the rugged mountain top,

bare, clear, and memorable with its frowning
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profile, so this thiefs form stands out distinct,

and impressive, though known only by the

gleam of a solitary phrase :
&quot;

If Thou be the

Christ save Thyself and us.&quot;

It is a significant situation. The frame of

mind is a study of the finest kind. We
behold this thief at that impressive season

when God is speaking to him for the last

time on earth, through this twofold method

of love and fear. Jesus is at his side reveal

ing the infinite compassion of God. The

words have but that moment fallen from His

lips,
&quot; Father forgive them, for they know

not what they do.&quot; Punishment also has

come upon him. The consequences of his

evil life have found him out and there is no

prospect of anything but a fatal end. Will

the hard and impenitent heart break ? Will

he quit the old mansion of sin? Will he

accept the gracious offer of forgiveness and
B
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love? Will he return home to the Father?

Will he weep? It is because this thief

refuses the last offer of grace and stands out

in defiant revolt against God that he

becomes a type of those who by their per

verse will frustrate the divine purposes and

bring on their own ruin. Here we have the

tragedy of an unbroken will.

This thief utters no cry for pardon, has no

sense of the exceeding sinfulness of sin. No

dream of a better life rises within his mind
;

no remorse because of his misspent talents

seems to move him. His former deeds rest

lightly upon him and even afford him his one

last pleasure. Memory reverts to those old

episodes when joy culminated. He walks

amid the hills of his riotous adventure, where

he knew the elation of the successful thief.

He now asks that this old life may be

restored to him.
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But there is no trace of regret, no blush of

shame. He does not pray to be cleansed

from the hatred that rules his heart. He

is the same foul-mouthed and murderous

brigand, only crucified and impotent. The

will to steal is present but the power is gone.

Hardened to all moral beauty, he sees no

glory in the sacrifice of the innocent Jesus.

To him no mercy breaks from the voice of

the Saviour. He only hates this holy man

the more because He is so patient. He

reviles the only one who could have saved

him. Within an arm s length of perfect holi

ness and salvation he clings to the old sinful

life, hugging his vice more closely as the end

draws on. Still he longs for sin. He falls

upon his final sleep with thoughts of crime.

&quot; Dream on, dream on of bloody deeds and death !

&quot;

The sinner s consciousness is very complex

and difficult to unravel, but one important
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fact in impenitence is that the guilty person

returns upon the past with satisfaction, and

never loathes the evil which belongs to the

life of crime. The activities of memory

continue long after the powers of worldly

enjoyment are spent ;
and the mind regales

its famished state by the imaginary repro

duction of the evil days. Former times ot

adventure haunt the heart which beats faster

as the scenes enact themselves upon the

mental stage from the first tremulous

expectancy to the final act of realisation.

Long after age or infirmity or poverty

prohibits their recurrence, when the victims

are nailed to the cross of exhausted emotion,

the spirit yearns for a return to those

thrilling excitements :

&quot;Their memory still a bottomless gulf of mire.&quot;

Literature and life are ever telling us that

there are those who will not yield up this
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corrupt and fatal treasure of the past, who

are defiant of any call to repentance and

amendment of life.

Richard III. carries his high-handed revolt

to such a bitter end. The ghosts of his

victims appear to him one after another, and

for a while make him tremble and face the

guilt of his criminal heart. But they depart

with the night and in the morning he is the

same murderous King, who will not yield.

&quot;

I have set my life upon a cast,

And I will stand the hazard of the die.&quot;

There are many evil ones into whose mind

the sweet influences of love and holiness have

entered, to whom the severe lessons of re

proof and suffering have come, and yet it is

all in vain. Perhaps some tender thoughts

or momentary repining may flit across the

soul, and the person may wonder whether he

will cut away from the dead past and start
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out upon a fresh future
;
but it is a drop of

calm water in a stormy and maddened sea.

The hatred of God and of goodness has been

fed by defeat. It has fattened on crime, and

grown strong by reason of evil, and it is not

for such an one to turn. He will never bring

himself to sue for mercy, or to ask a favour

of man or God. He is a defiant sinner,

having finally turned a deaf ear to the divine

solicitude. Such a character was seen by

Stevenson in the Gilbert Islands, and was

described as having &quot;a depravity beyond

measure depraved, a thirst after wickedness,

the pure, disinterested love of hell for its

own sake.&quot;

IV

&quot; Therefore your house is left unto you desolate&quot;

An ominous silence follows. The request

of this thief falls on deaf ears. Jesus utters
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no word to allay the angry tempest, gives no

token of sympathy. He who came to seek

and save that which is lost is silent before the

pleading of one sore-stricken with punish

ment. He has no gospel for this man.

Jesus could live the sinless life, and die for

sin. But He can do nothing when sin refuses

to accept His gift. When self-sacrificing

love has failed, what message remains?

Jesus cannot speak because He has nothing

to say. The gospel has not penetrated the

defences of the soul; and Jesus cannot

lengthen out by miracle the span of years for

one who wishes the continuance of crime.

What value can such as he carry for the

world? Is he not a contaminating source,

a breeding centre of disease ?

But if Jesus was unable to reply it must not

be forgotten how grievous this reticence was.

The sword of impenitence which this thief
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thrust at Jesus was more agonising than the

nails that pierced His side. The bitterest

drop in His cup was neither pain nor death.

Unrepented sin was the wormwood and the

gall. Jesus felt the cold waves of evil surging

in upon His soul more fiercely than we

imagine. We may know a little of it from

the analogy of earthly love, whose crown of

anguish is the sense of impotence in the

attempt to reclaim one who though much

loved refuses to heed the appeal of God or

home. Similarly our Saviour was heavy in

spirit as He remembered those whom He

would have helped and dared not. The thief

by His side, the crowd around Him, His own

disciple meditating suicide hard by, these

were the ones for whom He came to die.

Christ s silence was His only answer to the

thief, but such silences are appalling. They

drain the fountain of life. This is the
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reticence that is tempted to say, &quot;I have

laboured in vain, I have spent my strength

for nought.&quot;

Impenitence remains the most perplexing

riddle of the spiritual world. It is more

difficult to contemplate than the hard suffer

ings of nature or the physical pains that fall

on mortals. Here is the open sore, the white

plague of the soul. Of the three crosses, this

is the most baffling. Still it stands forth in

the wild night of human confusion with its

writhing victim in angry revolt against the

only messengers whom God can send. Even

Christ is helpless before this form of vice

hanging uncovered and shameless by the side

of perfect love and goodness. The light from

His cross accentuates the horror of it, lays

bare unsuspected ugliness, and reminds us of

our meagre skill to heal such diseases.

What can be given to sin but punishment ?
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God will not break the union between them,

man dare not. Misery and sin are insepar

able twins. They live and die together.

When they die, heaven is reached. When

they live and come of age, they form hell.

Hints of such exclusion of evil from the

realms of the blessed occur throughout the

Scriptures : in Esau who found no place for

repentance, though he sought it earnestly

and with tears : in Saul, out of whom the

spirit of the Lord departed. These instances

throw light upon that amazing sentence of

Jesus concerning the heart that is in league

with sin and resists the final call of grace and

virtue: &quot;But unto him that blasphemeth

against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be

forgiven.&quot;

All this points to some sphere where

punishment having failed of its original

purpose remains in undiminished power.
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The design of punishment is to change the

disordered heart, to awake the soul. This

cross reveals the condition of abused punish

ment, where the system that was initiated for

the restoration of the wrong-doer has only

driven him further into evil and hardened his

heart.

God has meant well by punishment, but if

it is disregarded, He must remain just. The

punishment that was intended to purge the

soul, to arrest the conscience and make man

hate his sin, remains as retributive punish

ment, futile but powerful. Among all the

wasteful forces of nature there is none

more appalling than abused punishment.

Meant to bless the sick soul, to soften the

heart with its pressure, it has only succeeded

in hardening it more and more. The judg

ments of God now descend upon the victim

like fruitless waves falling upon an hungry
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shore. There is no life in them, no freight,

none even of the small driftwood which might

have formed a meagre tribute from the sea.

The waves fall in vain, spending their strength

upon a land that is none the better for their

labour. Thus punishment remains a ruinous

force. The more it is hated, despised,

rejected, the more its true meaning is lost,

till at last pain is stripped of every element of

health and loses all its gifts of restoration.

Hope of salvation is gone. Punishment,

having lost every vestige of blessing, passes

on till hell is reached. For while we may

think of hell as the cage, within which the

depraved man, now become a beast, is

guarded lest his pernicious influence infect

the world
; yet we may also regard this

doleful place as a structure reared by rejected

punishment, where the soul, having sinned

finally against God s spirit, is given over to



PUNISHMENT 29

the full effects of unconfessed wrong ;
from

which there is no escape unless there be such

a thing as posthumous repentance.

In Atonement and Personality Dr Moberly

says that the personality may ultimately

become &quot;the final antithesis to all capacity

of penitence or righteousness,&quot; while the

method instituted for discipline may remain

as a terrifying force: &quot; In proportion as

punishment fails in that essential purpose

which made it what it was, it does acquire

more and more that simply retributive

character whose climax is not Calvary but

hell.&quot;

It is well for us to abide a little while

beneath the shadow of the first Cross, to wait

amid the woes of this Inferno. Here we may

discover something to purify and uplift us, for

the sight of this ghastly torture, this vicious

revolt against God, this miserable condemna-
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tion, cannot fail to impress us with the despair

and unloveliness of all unrepented sin. The

sadness and ruin of this crime may so

affect us that we shall be moved by pity and

fear, results which the ancient Greeks ex

pected from the contemplation of tragedy.

Anew we learn true pity, which is alive to

the wretched entail of evil and to the shame

and peril which fall upon every soul that rises

in angry revolt against God. With a deep

sorrow for the hopeless victim, we feel this

motive of pity purging our natures, breaking

down the anger or listlessness which so often

congeals the warm feelings of our nature,

softening our resentment and imparting to us

some of the noble compassion which swayed

the heart of Jesus when He came to seek and

save that which is lost.

Fear also will leap up to a new sense of its

calling, determined to make the most out of
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its mission of discipline. Well it is for us if

we can fully learn to dread the misuse of

God s visitation of punishment, which this

thiefscorned and rejected. Many fail entirely

to recognise the design of suffering. Some

rebel against it, only seeking to escape its

pains. Others mistake the import of sorrow

and regard trouble as an evidence of their

spiritual forwardness. There is an unhealthy

piety fostered by vanity which speaks of

sorrow as if it were a privilege specially re

served for the saints of the earth, as if the

Lord chose out the holiest and dearest of

His friends for special trials. This they do,

repeating such words as,
&quot;Whom the Lord

loveth, He chasteneth,&quot; or &quot;As many as I

love I rebuke and chasten,&quot; all the while

ignoring the contexts, which are directly

concerned with warning against sin. It will

be much more to our profit if we will humbly
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consider our affliction, to see if it is a punish

ment sent by our heavenly Father, who is

thereby hoping to drive us from some

favourite evil If our eyes were only more

quick to perceive the unwritten message of

God we should find His anger reflected in

many of the circumstances of our lot.

To have understood even partially this

awful type of consciousness, to have faced the

icy despair that breaks from its cold heart,

to have stood beside the hateful visage of

such a forsaken Hfe, and to know the fate

that awaits it, must summon us to a pity that

softens our nature, and to a fear that seeks

the throne of grace where alone we can find

our refuge and our strength.
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THE SECOND CROSS: PENITENCE

I

HESE two thieves are leagues

apart. The distance between

them cannot be determined by

space. Only by the measure

ment of the spirit can this be done, and

according to this standard they are separated

from each other as far as error is from truth.

Once they were united in the unholy brother

hood of theft, but that bond has now been

dissolved. While the one is exhausting his

last breath in profane revolt against the

punishment he has brought on himself, the

other is entering the borders of a new

territory. Upon the first of the thieves ruin

and ignominy have fallen
; but upon the other

35



36 THE SECOND CROSS:

the light of divine love is breaking, and he

remains for all generations a crowning in

stance of the ministry of grace, whereby one

who has reached the limit of hope is snatched

as a brand from the burning, and welcomed

into the unspeakable joys which are

associated with Paradise.

The brief narrative is a miniature of the

Christian life; and in this summary act of

penitence we have the characteristic fea

tures of our religion. It has been affirmed

that repentance is almost the same as

salvation. The entire life story of the

normal Christian is compressed into these

few moments. Rapid as is the portrayal,

there is not a single important truth omitted,

and the account of this short experience

furnishes us with a classic example.

The movements are so crowded into a brief

period that they seem to overlap, and it
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requires a little care to distinguish between

the three elements in this typical conversion.

The genuineness of the story, however, is

beyond doubt, seeing that it can be paralleled

by many cases drawn from the history of the

Christian society.

Indeed the incidents of this second birth

are repeated in each member of the kingdom

long after the primal act of surrender to

Christ has taken place. The acceptance of

Christ by means of humble confession and

faith at conversion, so far from fulfilling our

obligations, is ever being repeated as we

become increasingly Christian. The same

means which first drew us to Him continue

to operate upon us, and the force that over

came our earliest unbelief still subdues our

nature and brings us into full captivity to Him.

Hence it is that the feelings of the penitent

thief are more or less typical of all religious
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experience. As long as we live we shall

return to this Cross. Every sincere Christian

has frequently been crucified with this thief.

Many times we must be nailed to this tree of

repentance that we may find how blessed are

the fruits of a sorrow that wins eventually

the transporting joys of the gospel. The cry

of the penitent has been constant in the

history of religion from the day when worship

began down to the last service of the

sanctuary when we acknowledged that we

had done those things we ought not to have

done. But with all the sad features of this

consciousness, it does not present the diffi

culties which have met us in the former

study. The disease of the first thief was

incurable, but here we have signs of a possible

recovery.
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II

&quot;

Knowing the terror of the Lord &quot;

The dawn of the spiritual life breaks. In

the biography of Robertson of Irvine there

is an account of a walk which he took

through one of the mountainous regions of

Europe with a German student whom he

had met by the way. The German was an

atheist, and when a severe thunder-storm

broke on them and impeded progress he

burst into violent blasphemy against the

name of God, who caused this inconveni

ence. So insolent and dreadful did the

language seem to Robertson that he hastened

away from his companion, appalled at the

depravity of heart that could thus defy the

will of the Almighty, and terrified lest

some sudden dispensation might smite the

blasphemer to the earth. Some such dismay
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seems to start in the mind of the penitent

thief, and the blasphemy of his companion

suddenly assumes a new horror for him and

compels him to say,
&quot; Dost thou not fear

God ?
&quot;

Only with him the unveiling of this

sinner s heart now lays bare his own con

science, since he knows that he is in the

same condemnation. Fear has actively

begun its work.

The physical torment is lost in the deeper

anguish of the soul, started by a vision of

One who thus far has played no part in the

conscious life of the thief. By a way perhaps

unknown to himself, he has received im

pressions from Christ that compel him to

think of God. Something in the face of

Jesus, in the calm supremacy over trial, in

the forgiving glance, the deep pity, the stern

heroism, suggested the fact of religion and

brought a flood of new emotion. Instincts
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almost dead blossomed into life again, and

gave promise of a new manhood. Jesus has

brought this man into a school whose first

lesson arouses the feeling of uttermost fear,

the fear of the Divine wrath. The Spiritual

world has been uncovered. He has seen

God. Deep waters are going over his soul.

The faded outlines of his better nature

appear ;
the treasure which so long he had

neglected glitters with unwonted brilliancy,

only to throw his past conduct into a dark and

grievous shadow. A nobler fear than that

which quakes before the prospect of bodily

punishment overtakes him. He sees that

he has sinned, not only against his victims,

but against the love and goodness of God.

11
Lord, I am ashamed to seek Thy face.&quot;

He recognises how he and his companion

have scorned the gentle mercy which has all

along pursued them. He has forsaken the
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path which he now sees to be the way of

peace. He has denied the love of God. Into

those few moments a lifetime of remorse is

gathered. The whole head is sick and the

whole heart faint. What might he not have

made out of this fair endowment of his!

What might he not have wrought for God !

What might he not have done to cheer the

sad, to redeem the lost, to relieve the poor

and to lift the burden from those who were

heavy-laden ! But now it is only a step

between himself and death, the sands of

time have run out and the chance of service

has forever passed away. The remembrance

of all these barren years, the fruitless service

of evil and the rejection of the mercy and

love of God start a grief altogether removed

from the anguish of his companion. But

keen and bitter though it be, there is

blessedness in such sorrow, for deep within
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these floods of fear and sorrow there lie the

treasures of the spirit, even as the fairest

pearls lie concealed in the lowest depths of

the sea.

In these days when the gospel of joyous

confidence is so universally preached, when

fear is denied any
&quot;

part in the mental equip

ment of human civilised life,&quot;
it is well to

remember that fear is often the ante-chamber

to Paradise and that it has been the un

welcome introduction to the higher rewards

of religion. Religion begins when the

presence of God is consciously felt; and

there must always be more or less anguish

of soul, when our sinful eyes are allowed to

look upon the majesty and holiness of God.

Poignancy of regret may be very keen

among those who have failed to realise their

own ideal, and shame may arise in those who

have not been true to themselves ;
but when
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the vision of God breaks on the sinful heart

there are feelings of sorrow and unworthiness

unknown before. Nothing can penetrate the

lowest fountain of our nature like the spirit

of God when once He begins to search us

and try our hearts. Again and again it has

happened that God s first revelation of Him

self is accompanied with the alarm of war

and the flaming sword. Storms go before

Him, only that afterwards the soul may pass

on these high waves over the bar into the

haven of rest. It is vain to decry this emotion,

to minimise its function, or to attempt to

laugh away these alarms, which the terror of

the Lord has brought. They may seem un

reasonable, but nevertheless they are real
;

they may seem foolish, but nevertheless they

are stern facts. Every reader of religious bio

graphy is familiar with the prevalence of fear

in the early stages of faith. Terror has often
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been the forerunner of conversion
;
and many

of those whose names are on the roll of

honour achieved their victory after a more or

less protracted struggle with depression, fear,

and anguish of spirit. How much of this

restlessness and doubt appears in the great

penitential Psalms, which express the turmoil

of feeling which these holy men had lest they

be driven from Jehovah.
&quot; Cast me not away

from Thy presence, and take not Thy holy

spirit from me !

&quot; How far down their feet

sank in the miry clay ere they were able to

sing the new song of praise ! Similar dread

fills the heart of the great apostle before the

advent of spiritual quickening ;

&quot; Oh wretched man that I am !

Who shall deliver me from the body of this death ?
&quot;

In the experience ofJDavid Brainerd a long

period of terror preceded his full acceptance

of the joyous liberty of Christ. He writes :
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&quot; Sometime in the beginning of winter 1738,

it pleased God one Sabbath morning, as I was

walking out for secret duties, to give me of

a sudden such a sense of my danger, and the

wrath of God, that I stood amazed, and my
former good frames presently vanished.

From the view which I had of my sin and

vileness, I was much distressed all that day

fearing that the vengeance of God would soon

overtake me. I was much dejected, kept

much alone, and sometimes envied the birds

and beasts their happiness because they

were not exposed to eternal misery, as I

evidently saw that I was. Thus I lived from

day to day, being frequently in great distress.

Sometimes there appeared mountains before

me to obstruct my hopes of mercy, and the

work of conversion appeared so great that I

thought that I should never be subject to it.&quot;

Similar periods of spiritual agony and
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abandonment were endured by many other

great experimental divines like Bunyan and

Wesley. The records of missionary enter

prise are filled with the confession of dark

ness and despair endured by those who after

wards have been the chosen vessels of God.

Nor will it suffice to explain their strong

words by remarking on the severe manners

of a previous generation, since the same

peculiarities appear in our own time. The

gentle soul of Miss Havergal was beset with

similar fear when as yet the soft dews of

childhood had not departed. She wondered

why long years of restlessness were allotted

her before she could with all her heartwelcome

the brightness of her Saviour s love. Few

have expressed more powerfully this sense

of terror at the approach of God than the late

John Henry Newman. In the Dream of

Gerontius he depicts the masterful negation
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and collapse overtaking one who was advanc

ing upon the abode of God :

&quot;A fierce and restless fright begins to fill

The mansions of my soul.&quot;

It would appear that these feelings of

mental disturbance accompanying the

approach of God are part of an evolutionary

process which, though unlovely and distress

ing, has been ordained by Him who has

watched over all the slow advancement of

the religious spirit in man. This ungracious

messenger of fear has often been the bearer

of auspicious words to the soul. Christ s

visit to us often results in the heightening of

the sense of self-depreciation and alarm. The

revival of religion and the devotion of conse

crated servants of the Church may often be

traced back to some time of holy agony, to

some deep searchings of heart, which have

proved to be the springs of power.
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III

&quot; Create in me a clean heart
&quot;

When God enters the soul the dawn of the

ethical life follows soon after. This man

shows by his willing assent to punishment

that he condemns and loathes his sin.

4 And we indeed justly for we receive the due reward of

our deeds.&quot;

The thief s admiration for the stern majesty

of righteousness grows apace, and is so

sincere that he accepts the physical torment

without any complaint. He would not have

one pang less. He would not lose a single

drop of this bitter cup. He bares his breast

as it were to the knife, and pleads that there

be no sparing of pain. He knows that this

anguish is very small compared with what he

ought to endure. He does not wish to be

taken down from the cross, but to feel the
D
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self-contempt and blame that he has heaped

upon himself by all the years of sinful abuse.

And by the willing acceptance of punishment

he is gradually transforming his life. He is

achieving a victory for righteousness, and

paying homage to a new ideal. He is ceasing

to be the thief he was in that all the instincts

that prompted his adventures are being

swallowed up in remorse and willing pain.

He loathes the former passions ;
and turns in

disgust from the paths of iniquity which once

he loved to tread. Henceforth he will love

the temple of God and the glory of a life such

as Jesus manifests, whose beauty begins to

ravish his soul. The fires of punishment are

purifying the fine gold of character, as he

accepts with resignation the penalty of his

guilt. Moral truth and virtue are gaining a

new hold upon him, and while he hangs on

his cross the traces of the criminal are one by
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one removed, so that he has become in

sympathy a righteous man, one who would

be a boon to society, a blessing to his age,

were he to live longer. The old man

with his affections and lusts is crucified

with Christ, and the new man made new

in Christ Jesus is formed in him. The

sorrows that overwhelm him are a stream

that cleanses his defiled soul. He is born

again.

Penitence is essentially ethical. It awakens

the passion for righteousness, which assent

ing to the inevitable punishment of evil leads

to a new moral life. Out of the penitent s

sorrow come such cries as :

&quot;Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.&quot;

This subtle relation between suffering and

cleansing accounts for any truth that lies at

the root of the doctrine of Purgatory. In

the classic representation of this error the
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moral element is supreme. The sufferings of

Dante s Purgatory are meant to cleanse.

&quot;

I sing of that Mid Kingdom

Where the soul of man is freed from stain,

All worthy to ascend to Heaven.&quot;

In these torments man is supposed to atone

for the present abuse of free will. He sorrows

but without misery; every punishment is a

step nearer perfection. One of the memor

able passages in this journey tells of the

victims being stung with shame for their sin,

so that though eager to recognise the two

visitors, yet they are careful never to allow

themselves to pass beyond the fires that

burn:

&quot;Then to obtain what certainty they might

Stretched towards me, careful not to overpass

The burning pale.
&quot;

There is intense moral significance in this

doctrine as thus expressed, which we may

endorse as soon as we realise that the conflict
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is being enacted in this present life. The

griefs and afflictions which our evil calls forth,

the rebuffs which we continually receive, are

like so many fires that are meant to burn out

the crime. The more spiritual the mind

becomes, the less it seeks an escape from the

disturbing conditionswhich evil has produced.

We learn to accept the heavy weight of

personal unworthiness, to endure the sting

of regret, to bow beneath the load of shame.

When we are confused by the pretentious

suggestions of our fallen nature, when

memory flaunts our weaknesses before us,

when we are overwhelmed with the power of

old faults, we must be content to bear these

indignities, in acknowledgment of personal

short-coming, hoping that time will work out

our ultimate peace. Penitence is a change

of mind and heart, a complete renewal of the

life, which submits to the conflicts and con-
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sequences of our moral warfare, looking to

the day when sin will have no more dominion

over us. Through penitence the criminal

consciousness becomes the new conscious

ness of the lover of the good. New longings

and sufferings stimulate the better nature and

start impulses of contrition that eventually

end in ethical blessedness. Penitence dreams

of the snow, and prays,
&quot; Create in me a clean

heart and renew a right spirit within me.&quot;

What is more restorative than the self-assault

of a new lover ? When are we holier than in

those rare moments when deep grief rules in

us, and we see how we have sinned against

the mercy of our God ? Nothing can search

the heart so thoroughly as the vision of His

unremitting goodness and love. Then feel

ings are aroused which when they have done

their work lead to the regeneration of the

soul.
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In human relations we know that few

things are more efficient as aids to reforma

tion than the awakened sense of ingratitude.

When we find that we have outrageously

abused the sacrifices and labours endured by

loving friends on our behalf, when we see

how carelessly we have responded to their

desire for our improvement, then we begin

to repent with a veritable anguish in our

nature and we wonder if there are not some

ways by which we may make amends for

these years of neglect.

There are few reproaches of self more

bitter than those which an unthankful child

feels when suddenly he finds how constant

and loving has been the care of a father or

mother, exercised throughout long years of

opposition. He remembers how calmly all

the unheeding waywardness has been borne,

how quiet has been the patience of the home,
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how constant have been the struggles to

provide for his pleasures and education, how

full of heroic sacrifice has been the conflict

with his incessant ungratefulness. And now

the youth, grown to manhood, stands at some

place where the light is flashed in upon those

years of his neglect and sin. He sees how

wretchedly he has acted, how dark and

shameful has been his conduct. And in the

presence of the newly discovered goodness

and love his tears begin to flow, he despises

himself, laments over the past and eagerly

hastens to make every possible compensation

for the wrong. When we are brought to a

similar pass with God and recognise that He

has exercised all the loving care of a Father

to us, and has made every sacrifice for our

happiness and redemption, then also the

fountain of tears is broken, and we begin to

feel how mean and cruel and infamous has
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been our treatment of the loving God. And

out of such emotions there rises a holy

resolve to turn from our evil ways and to

win a new soul and a new consciousness.

The story of Queen Guinevere illustrates

the sanctifying powers of true repentance.

Her voluptuous life at court had been spent

in ignorance of the pure beauty that beat

about the throne of the saintly Arthur. She

had not known the vast love wherewith he

loved her nor the daring height to which he

would have brought her. But when at last

her eyes are opened in the sombre walls of

the cloister and she sees her error, then

passionate utterances and self-rebuke escape

her lips like cascades flashing down the vale.

And penitence brings her to the borders of a

new country. She shuts the door upon her

fruitless past. She goes forth to live down

her sin. And so patiently does she heal the
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sick and poor and treat their loathsome hurts,

and so ceaselessly does she give herself to

prayer, that her name becomes a sweet and

holy fragrance among the sisters of the

home.

&quot; And she, still hoping,

Fearing is it yet too late ?

Dwelt with them, till in time their abbess died,

Then she, for her good deeds and her pure life,

And likewise for the high rank she had borne,

Was chosen abbess.&quot;

Repentance never makes light of evil, nor

looks for an easy escape from the conse

quences of wrong, nor denies the honour and

majesty of law. It is a stern and unrelenting

moralist, and accepts the will of God as the

norm of conduct, so that he whose soul has

felt the fire of true contrition may have no

limit to noble achievement and attainment.

Nothing can so break the bondage of evil in

which we are led as the sensitive response of
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the sinner to the goodness of a loving

Saviour. Nothing can surpass the offerings

which forgiven sin will bring to God. It was

a pardoned sinner who brought the precious

ointment to break upon the feet of Jesus,

thus rendering homage to Him as to the

perfect man. Penitence is the ally of purity.

As a great theologian puts it :

&quot;

It belongs

to the essence of real repentance that it

gradually developes into the life of sanctifica-

tion. It cannot rest till the old things are

entirely passed away, and all things are

become new.&quot;

IV

&quot;

I will lift up mine eyes to the hills
&quot;

The heart that sees Jesus begins to aspire.

There is an expectation of reaching heaven

that has all the confidence of universalism,

but which is shallow and unauthorised. But
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it is very different with the faith in the

Kingdom of God that filters through a deep

sense of guilt and fear, and humbly rests in

the mercy of the Lord. The assurance of the

penitent thief was of the latter kind when he

turned to Jesus and said :

&quot;

Lord, remember

me when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom.&quot;

Well might he have hesitated before making

so bold a request, for what value could he

suppose there was in the mere fragment of a

life which he still retained. What power of

service had he developed? What skill had

he acquired that could be put to good use

in the Kingdom of Jesus? Gone were all

the years of youth, gone were all the oppor

tunities which might have purchased for him

an honourable degree, gone were all the

educative influences which might have raised

him to distinction in the new Kingdom. But

though he has nothing to present except the
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wreckage of a once beautiful life, yet his

mind and soul are awake to the possibility of

new glory. He knows that he is unable to

save himself out of the depth of sin, and that

it is only One greater than he can bless him

and heal his disease. But he believes in the

forgiveness of sin, in the release from its

guilt and penalty, and in the Kingdom of the

future. This he learns by association with

Jesus, and by opening his heart to Him, or

to use the scriptural phrase, by faith in

Jesus.

Therefore he ventures to supplicate His

good favour, hoping that in the new Kingdom

he will be able to do a little to retrieve his

past and wipe out the blot of his disgrace.

How eagerly he longs to go to a place where

there is no tendency to evil, no dread of

temptation, where all things converge to

virtue, where no sin defileth, nor death
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corrupteth ! And he believes that he has a

chance of entrance, his heart convinces him

that his request will receive a favourable

treatment.

Penitence is the child of faith, and is

assured that God will receive us if we come

with a sincere determination to escape from

evil. Communion with Jesus persuades us

of the unbounded forgiveness of God and of

eternal life. The state of conversion carries

with it the certainty that punishment will

pass after the purposes for which it was

introduced have been accomplished. Faith

is not afraid of making a great demand on

God s goodness. It enables each Christian

to lift up his eyes toward those wonders of

glory and joy which abide near Jesus Christ,

knowing that personal unworthiness will not

prove an impassable barrier.

It is the characteristic of penitence that



PENITENCE 63

looking through the tears of regret it beholds

the welcome smile on God s face. It goes

forth like Peter on the night of betrayal into

the darkness with the remembrance of Jesus

look, so that the gloom is pierced with one

bright ray. Without some sense of Christ s

mercy sorrow over evil halts at the door

either of reformation or remorse. The sinner

dies who has no faith in a Saviour.

By the testimony of all saints grief over

sin passes into thoughts of the Kingdom.

Fear and hope wonderfully mingle in the

Christian s cup. While the devout follower

of Jesus knows that he is here as in a

darkling plain, he sees the light around the

hills, and waits for the time when the battle

ments of heaven will be uncovered. Much

as he may feel that the present existence is

unsatisfactory, open as it is to struggle, pain

and the sudden invasion of sin, yet he is
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assured that God will have pity on him and

will aid him in his weakness and bring him

to the celestial city. It is not morbid for

such an one to strive after the Kingdom,

neither is it any sign of mental weakness for

him to desire that the days may hasten on.

Thus the Christian can pluck fruits from

the tree of hope, while imprisoned within a

world of sin
;
he can look with steadfast face

towards the hills, while he marches amid the

confusion of time. The depressing sense of

unworthiness and the soaring flight of ex

pectation meet in his heart. Excellent

examples of this mingling of fear and faith

are found in the works of Miss Rossetti

whose poems are as faithful a transcript of

the penitent s heart as this generation has

seen. The sweet and bitter alternate in her

poems. The wormwood mingles with the

myrrh. In her songs we hear the groaning
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of a soul undone where hope grows less and

less. Shame and disgrace and fleshly sin

pass over the soul like waterfloods. She,

like the penitent thief, bemoans her lost

innocence. Yet her songs are psalms of the

new heaven and the new earth. They tell

of hidden beauty in the Saviour and are

filled with the quenchless love of God. One

moment sinking in the deep trough of

penitential agony, the next she rises to the

crest of buoyant faith.

&quot; Wearied of sinning, wearied of repentance,

Wearied of self, I turn, my God, to Thee,

One only thing I know, Thy love to me,

One only thing I know, Thy sacred same

Love of me, full and free.&quot;

This is the faith that impels each suppliant

who comes to the throne of the divine grace.

Such is the outline of a consciousness
E
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which is a typical form of Christian experi

ence, where fear, righteousness, and faith

combine. It is impossible to exaggerate the

importance of penitence which is perhaps

the most distinguishing characteristic of the

Christian consciousness. We can scarcely

conceive of any sincere member of Christ s

fold who does not reflect more or less of this

grace. Those who most nearly approach the

ideal of Jesus are ever being made sensible

of their own deficiency. Indeed, the higher

the believer rises in the circles of the

Kingdom, and the nearer he comes to the

clear light of Jesus, the more intensely does

the flame of self-condemnation and sorrow

burn and the more constant is the feeling of

personal unworthiness. Few introductions

to the gospel are ever dissociated from

repentance.

No religious movement in America has
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ever equalled in intensity the revival that

followed the preaching of Jonathan Edwards

in the first half of the eighteenth century.

The state of things that preceded his

ministry was woeful in the extreme and

hostile to the best interests of the spiritual

life. The sermons of the time extolled

morality ;
but the people fell further into

immorality. But Edwards changed the

face of New England insomuch that the

historians estimate the conversions at from

twenty-five to fifty thousand, and the

churches built in these states at three

hundred and eighty between 1740 and 1760.

Now the prominent note in Edwards preach

ing was penitence. &quot;He taught that the

first thing and the only thing for them to do

was to come to Jesus with penitence for

their sins, relying only on the free promises

of the gospel. He declared that the promises
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of God were only addressed to those who

repent, and he insisted upon an immediate

repentance. Means were nothing without

repentance.&quot; Nor need we marvel at these

fruits of revival when we remember that the

last message of the old covenant and the

first message of the new gospel is,
&quot;

Repent

for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.&quot;

Indeed, it may well be a matter of deepest

concern with the Church and every Christian

to inquire whether the decay of spiritual

life may not always be traced to the want

of a contrite heart. &quot;When Israel spake

with trembling, he exalted himself in

Israel.&quot;

Therefore we would often turn our

thoughts to the great truths which this cross

illustrates, that we may learn to cultivate

more faithfully a godly sorrow over sin and

have a truer apprehension of the goodness
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of God in Christ. For while we must not

use this case of pardon to justify any delay

in repentance until a distant future, yet let

us appreciate at its full worth the grace of

God which is able to save this sinner at the

last moment. Here let us listen to the

herald of forgiveness, to the gentle voice

of the Saviour reminding the world that

when the contrite pilgrim seeks the door

of the Father s home he will find the key

unturned even though it is hard by the hour

of midnight.
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I

HERE is no parallel to the

third cross. It will ever re

main separated from the other

crosses, and from everything

else in the world. The mind of Jesus as it

is related to the problem of punishment

presents features that are absolutely unique.

The other crosses are not without their

counterpart, being types that repeat them

selves in successive generations with con

stant regularity. The criminal conscious

ness is alas only too common, and remains

as terrible and baffling as ever. Such

criminals are lost to all the finer instincts

of the spirit, to holiness, and truth, and the
73
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peace incident upon forgiveness of sin. And

as they sleep amid the thickening clouds of

death, they have no dreams of any new day

when the shadows of evil will forever pass.

They die as they lived, never having come

to themselves, unconscious of the aim which

their creator had for them. Many there are

whose ears are dull of hearing, whose heart

is waxed gross. The mystery of godliness

and of penitence is as strange as it is annoy

ing to them. They belong to the vast horde

who have never entered the Kingdom of

Heaven. They are apparently incurable.

The second cross also has its great host

of companions in agony, those who have

passed into the tribulation of an awakened

conscience, and who have felt the stings of

remorse and fear, having endured the torture

of the second birth. And while they know

only too well that the promise of youth has
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been belied, that their blossoms have not

matured into good fruit, yet they have

learned to own their failure, and confess

their sins. Pride of self is departed. If

iniquities prevail against them and threaten

their defeat, if they relapse into their old

ways, and suffer,

&quot; From some vague desire culpably cherished,

Or corrupt relapse to some unsanctioned fear,&quot;

yet they look forward to those gifts of fortune

which they will some day receive when be

coming rich in honour, gratitude, and love,

they will be dedicated to the cause of truth,

and bring forth fruits meet for repentance.

There is hope of their recovery.

But while these two phases of human con

sciousness are ever being repeated, so much

so that they together cover a large space of

the experience of the race, this central cross

reveals a moral consciousness that has never
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before or since appeared on earth. It is as if

some new species had been discovered.

Here we have the consciousness of absolute

holiness. It almost seems impious even to

assert that Jesus could not resemble the first

thief upon whose unrepented sin retributive

punishment is falling. Christ s freedom from

penitence was not the result of criminal

blindness. One who dealt so frequently with

the material of moral truth as did Jesus, who

fostered so much the grace of repentance in

the world, who revealed so clearly the

standard of the new Kingdom which consists

in righteousness and joy and peace in the

Holy Ghost, could not Himself have been so

blind to His own heart as to be unaware of

any evil, if evil were really present in Him.

No criminal could have acted as Jesus did on

the Cross
;
for what incentive, such as sinful

men feel, could have induced Him to abstain
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from the display of His real nature? It is

morally impossible to connect this first thief

and Jesus. He had no evil past to which He

wished to return, no false aspiration that

bound Him to the world.

Equally unsuccessful is any attempt to

trace resemblance between Christ and the

penitent thief. He did not feel that life had

been in any sense a failure, that the promise

of early years had not been realised, or that

He need tremble before the phantom of

an evil memory. There had been no wasted

talent, His life was like a river that pursued

its direct way without any return upon old

channels, and without the obstruction of

noisy cataract. Everything advanced in

orderly progression. The purposes of a well-

directed mind had all been fulfilled: the

Father s will had been accomplished by Him.

There was no trace of self-condemnation, no
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readiness to accept blame or rebuke. He

never assailed Himself in any regard. A

j

serene peace pervaded His nature and blessed

Him, even when outward events were un

toward. The harmony that existed between

Himself and His Father never suffered even

a momentary relapse into discord. Joy filled

His soul
;
and each day moved forward as a

reasonable part ofsome well-conceived design,

which was complete in every way.

And this same testimony to Himself was

indirectly supported by the judge who tried

Him, by the companion in punishment, and

by the soldier who superintended the execu

tion of the sentence to say nothing of the

words of friends.

Here then we have a mind that is out of

relation to all others in one important regard.

Here is something unknown elsewhere. For

once the terrible record of failure has been
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broken, for once no shadow has fallen through

out the entire day of a human life, for once a

report of service has been presented to God

without a single mistake to mar the perfect

obedience, for once there has been uninter

rupted communion with the Father. This is

the supreme miracle, the greatest event in

human history. Here we find the fulfilment
j

of that dream of the perfect life, which has

been so fondly cherished throughout all time.

It is a sinless consciousness, brought into

clearer relief by proximity to these repre

sentatives of crime. The late Dr Davidson,

in one of his sermons, refers to the dazzling

whiteness of snow on mountains never

seen by the eye of man, and adds,
&quot; But if

God looks with delight upon a stainless

snowdrift, solitary and unseen, and He must,

or else it would not have been formed, how

must his eye be fascinated with a pure spirit,
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an unstained human soul, free from every

lust, free from all guile!&quot; We know that

God s joy in Jesus was very strong and

beautiful, for His words are preserved for us,

&quot;Thou art my beloved son, in whom I am

well pleased
&quot;

;
but we ourselves can feel some

of the same fascination, when we meet Him

who had a mind untrammelled by the

ordinary sin of the world, and a heart indwelt

with noble and self-sacrificing desires. In

Christ a new phase of personality has made

its appearance, which must at once be recog

nised as the goal of the human race, and

which must tell in some profound way upon

our destiny. There must be great resource

fulness in this perfect consciousness, which

is in part revealed in the answer given to the

request of His companion, &quot;This day shalt

thou be with me in Paradise.&quot;
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II

&quot;

I go to my Father &quot;

How wonderful is this assurance of a

perfect consciousness. Jesus is convinced of

His approaching return to absolute joy.

There is no hesitation, nor shadow of doubt.

His answer reveals His perfect confidence

in the existence of the future world and in its

undimmed glory. The language is couched

in human figures of speech ;
but from the

selection of terms, it is very evident how

joyous is His outlook into the future. What

more could be desired in the pent up narrow

ness of Eastern cities than the wide range of

a park with open fields and clear rivers?

Christ would make it known how content He

was with this prospect of a Paradise where

all the spiritual hopes of His refined nature

would be fulfilled. Jesus is at ease in

F
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presence of the momentous issues of a new

world.

It is not everyone who, standing upon the

verge of the grave, has had such serenity of

mind. Few have had even an approximation

to His assurance. None has ever met death

with such simple faith, such entire absence of

hesitation or alarm. And is not the strength

of our character determined by the grasp

which we have upon the unseen world?

Must not a man s thought of Paradise remain

L
his crowning accomplishment? Browning

often teaches this lesson, and indirectly he

refers to it in Pictor Ignotus. The poem is

the argument which an unknown artist

holds with himself about the standard

which is to be applied to his work. He

knows that he can fill his canvas with

pictures like those of the youth whom so

many praise, and he is tempted to aspire
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after the rewards which such a course

will bring:

&quot; Oh, thus to live, I and my picture, linked

With love about, and praise, till life should end,

And then not go to heaven, but linger here,

Here on my earth, earth s every man my friend.&quot;

But as he waits the thought grows frightful,

and he sees how vain and unsatisfactory are

the plaudits of the world. He is scared by

the sight of cold faces that press on him and

judge his work, and it alarms him as when

one sees the revels at some house of idols at

its rites. Therefore he sets his heart upon

some more enduring fame and turns from the

praises that are so little worth :

&quot; Tastes sweet the water, with such specks of earth ?
&quot;

The lure of heaven is felt by all nobler

souls, and those who have even a measure of

spiritual insight recognise how vain are the
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hopes of finding any infinite satisfaction in

this passing world. &quot;He that drinketh of

this water shall thirst again.&quot; To all these the

certainty of a future existence and the desire

for entrance into it are subjects of first import

ance. It were impossible for them to be callous

towards such issues. Nay, the more a man

realises the glory and strength of personal

holiness the more ardent becomes his longing

after eternal life, and the more fixed is his con

viction that he will some day attain thereto.

He finds himselfventuring into the untrodden

regions that lie beyond the present earth,

he sleeps at Bethel with Jacob till the stones

grow into a giant staircase whose summit

is the throne of God. So Pascal thought

when he said,
&quot; Let us reflect on this and then

say if it be not certain that there is nojgood

in this life save in the hope of another.&quot;

What significance therefore lies in the con-
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sideration that Jesus was assured that this

gateway of death, darkened as it was for Him

with the shadow of the world s sin, was the

door to Paradise, which He would enter,

to-day !

Many reasons might account for this strong

conviction in the mind of Jesus. Purity

necessarily believes in Paradise, and sinless-

ness must obtain eternal life. Where else

could holiness dwell if not in heaven ? But

our chief care at present is to note the

assurance which a perfect consciousness has.

Only a few more heart throbs, only a few

more moments of suffering and then His ears

will be forever deafto these wild cries of earth,

while his eyes shall rest forever upon the face

of His Father. The light fades from the skies,

the shadows lengthen and deepen, but Christ

knows that when the curtain of night is lifted

again He will be with God. &quot;

Glorify Thou me
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with the glory which I had with Thee ere the

world began.&quot;

How beautiful a life His must have been in

that He was neither ashamed nor afraid at

the great moment of reckoning and of dis

solution. His thoughts grow simpler, com

plexities are resolved, everything shades off

into the absorbing theme of heaven. His

answer speaks volumes for the character of

Jesus. One thiefhad the future ofunforgiven

sin, punishment mingled with vice and hatred;

the other was engrossed with penitential

sorrows. Jesus alone knew how to die,

saying,
&quot;

To-day in Paradise !

&quot; What could

we wish better than this ? No sin unrepented

and none to confess. If only we could die with

an untroubled mind turned to the ecstasies

of the immortal life, having neither fear nor

remorse, neither reviling nor repenting !

Christ was the only one who never had to
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break with the past, who never had to un

loose the hold upon earthly treasures, who

never had to fear the sentence of condemna

tion which might be brought against Him by

the merciless detectives of the soul. In all

the range of human experience there is none

who has thus passed to be with God, neither

shedding tears of self-accusation, nor being

ashamed because of guilt. Jesus passes into

an eternal life whose radiance and delight

are certified by the indubitable testimony of

His holy soul. And in His simple confession

there are infinite depths of truth for us.

How satisfactory to our moral nature is this

assurance which indirectly breaks out from

His pure mind ! How comforting also to

our ignorance ! Sometimes we are apt to

wonder whether we are selfish when we

meditate upon the pure joys of heaven
;
and

in moments of excessive altruism we are
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inclined to reject the consolation of Paradise,

like the pilgrim in the crusading army who

brought a bottle of water and a porringer of

fire wherewith to quench the fires of hell and

to burn up heaven, in order that all might

seek God for His own sake. But Jesus

sanctions our hopes of blessedness, and

justifies the belief that in the future we shall

attain to a full satisfaction of every part of

our nature. Deeper and deeper He sees into

the divine light of God, a light which none

others had seen before
;
and rapt in inner con

templation of the approaching change, Jesus

forgets the agony, and the fading of earthly

treasures. He has all along held loosely by

the world, has not grown enamoured of

this tabernacle, and now he passes easily from

them all. As some vessel, well freighted, with

sails unfurled and anchors raised, passes

out to sea, joyous to leave behind the land-
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locked bay and the confusion of tongues,

so Jesus released from all earthly attachment

passes out to live and move forever upon

the ocean of God s infinite truth and love.

Goodness turns unhesitatingly, and with

out a single alarm towards its native home

in God, glad to escape this foreign land,

which sin has marred and wasted. Light is

sown for the righteous, and gladness for the

upright in heart.
&quot; Blessed are the pure in

heart for they shall see God.&quot;

Ill

&quot; That where I am there ye may be also&quot;

We note the power that lies within this

perfect consciousness. It is of great conse

quence for us to observe that Jesus will not

enter heaven alone. He is willing to open

the door wide enough to bring a friend along
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with Him. &quot;

To-day thou shalt be with me

in Paradise.&quot; And when we inquire a little

more closely about this gracious answer we

come upon the deepest mystery of our

Christian faith.

Unaided reason suggests that the gate into

the other world is narrow and capable of

admitting only one at a time. In an interest

ing passage in the Phaedo where the death

scene of Socrates is described, the Greek

philosopher turns to Crito and after giving his

final message asks to be left alone, adding,

&quot;I have heard that a man should die in

silence.&quot; How different is this picture of

death, where two pass hand in hand through

the gateway ! And it remains doubtful

whether anyone shall enter that great Park

unless Jesus conducts him. Did he not say :

&quot;

I am the way, no man cometh to the Father

but by me?&quot; Unless we have his com-
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panionship, we may be left standing in some

solitary place.

It might be thought from what was said

in the second address that we could enter

Paradise in our own right. May we not

all stand upon our own merit, and claim

God s favour because of the change which

penitence has wrought in our souls ? Does

it not make us potentially clean and holy?

If therefore we come in the humble garb of

anguish and heart affliction, shall we not be

admitted ? Will the warder not look at the

deep traces of conflict, at our feet bleeding

from the journey along the moors of remorse,

at our dress torn in many an encounter, at

our face wan and piteous? And if these

will carry us into the eternal mansions, must

we not wonder whether Jesus is essential

to our Salvation. Is not the third cross

unnecessary ? Many are tempted to answer
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in the affirmative, and some have been only

too eager to tear down the name of Jesus

from its lofty pre-eminence. But three

familiar considerations will warn us against

any depreciation of this unparalleled act

of love.

(i) It is fair to ask whether perfect peni

tence, which is the primary condition of

moral progress, is possible anywhere except

beneath the shadow of the cross of Jesus.

Ere man knows Christ he is apt to care

little about the disease which is secretly

attacking his soul and threatening ruin.

The vision of our personal sinfulness only

comes, when we see the beauty of holiness

as it is in Jesus. True, there are instincts

that bear witness to the majesty of goodness,

and there were penitents before Christ came.

But no human consciousness could give a

perfect testimony concerning the good until
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He came in whom there was no sin. Then

for the first time did the pure light manifest

itself. Until this unsullied image of holiness

had been lifted up there could be no full

sense of our utter failure to attain the

stature of manhood.

While we live within the neighbourhood

of ordinary human achievements we are

content with our sequestered valleys, un

conscious of the world that lies beyond, but

when Christ opens to us the unexplored

grandeur of eternal life then we begin with

surprise to see unexpected beauties, till our

spirits are lost in amazement and confusion,

and are covered with an overwhelming sense

of incompleteness. When Christ has ac

complished all His days and shown Himself

perfect unto death, when entire obedience

and devotion have been sustained from the

beginning to the last moment on Calvary,
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and when we have been thoroughly impressed

with that display, then and not till then do

we realise how far short we have come of

the glory of God.

It is only by constant association with

Him as He has finally triumphed over death,

that we can persist in that genuine humility

and self-knowledge which are the very life

of the regenerated heart. Penitence grows

nowhere so luxuriantly as at the foot of the

cross of Jesus.

(2) Nor is there any other place where we

can learn forgiveness so well as beside this

third cross. The awakened conscience is

no prophet of forgiveness. It is a prophet

of doom. The eyes that are turned upon

the guilt of the soul are not easily raised

to see any tokens that there may be of a

possible forgiveness. The sinful conscious

ness never invents its own relief; but it
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feels the approaching condemnation, and

expects the punishment which it so well

deserves. Each conviction of sin only drives

the sinner deeper into his anguish and fear.

His steps become more entangled in the

miry clay, and each effort he makes appears

to thrust him further away from hope and

safety. The convinced sinner cannot work

out his own salvation. But when we come

beneath the shadow of this cross and learn

the story of God s love, a love which went

to the extreme of self-sacrifice, then we

pluck up courage again, and we realise that

this love is strong enough to draw us out

of the depths of despair, and place us on a

solid rock. Nothing has ever convinced

the world of forgiveness like the cross of

Christ. Nothing has so melted the hard

unbelief with which fear and sin have sur

rounded our nature, as this sweet message
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of God s redemption, in giving up His only

Son for us all. Like the ice upon some

alpine peak that has resisted the stormy

winds of winter, but flows down in sparkling

rivulets when the warm breezes of spring

blow, so hearts long congealed with fear and

remorse will melt and flow down in gentle

grief and holy aspiration because of the warm

influence of divine love. The changed spirit

begins to thrill with the emotions of pardon

and expectancy, as we hear of this transac

tion of infinite pity revealed in the Saviour s

death. This cross proclaims the release,

which all who have fallen under the bondage

of sin require. And there can be no more

peaceful, no more stimulating message than

that which the Church is emboldened to give

because of this cross, &quot;I believe in the

forgiveness of sins.&quot;

(3) But beyond these self-evident facts



HOLINESS 97

there lies a great principle in the reply of

Jesus to the penitent thief, which if we once

accept it, will forever banish any idea that the

Person of Jesus is unessential. Jesus leads

the thief to believe that his security, not only

through the dark valley of death, but also

throughout eternity, depends upon a close

alliance between them. &quot; Thou shalt be with

me.&quot;

Here we touch the central fact of Chris

tianity, and find the infinite resourcefulness of

this unique consciousness. In this expiring

promise Christ is only reiterating a truth

which He constantly emphasised with His

disciples, that fellowship with Himself was

the spring of all holiness here and the

guarantee of Paradise hereafter
;

&quot; He that

believeth on me hath everlasting life.&quot; He

who in the early days of His ministry had

summoned the heavy laden to find peace in
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Himself,
&quot; Come unto me and I will give you

rest,&quot; who during the last week had promised

a fruitful career to all who would remain with

Him,
&quot; He that abideth in me, the same

bringeth forth much fruit,&quot; now closes His

earthly mission with the repetition of

the old truth, &quot;Thou shalt be with

me.&quot; It was the last echo of the strain

that had become familiar from the lips of

Jesus, one He never wearied of repeating.

Jesus did not impart a gift which was inde

pendent of His personality. This was no

irresponsible act of charity. The whole life

of the thief was concerned in it. Jesus did

not contemplate any separation between

Himself and this new convert. They have

begun an endless friendship, across which no

shadow of difference will ever fall, where no

rivalry nor envy nor disappointment will ever

enter. They are to be united in an eternal
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brotherliness, wherein the dominating Per-
/

sonality of Jesus will so impress the once

sinful criminal that the latter loses all the

consciousness of guilt and wins the har

monious and holy life, which finds its com

plete expression in Jesus Christ. When

once we accept this doctrine of the personal

union which Christ formed between Himself

and every believer, we see how essential this

Cross is. We see that we cannot do without

Him at any moment, and that we cannot do

without any moment of His experience least

of all without His experience of death which

is man s most severe trial.

This cross remains. It is radically different

from the others, which while they teach us

lessons, exhibit personages who are of no

concern to us. But the third cross holds one

who liveth and abideth forever. Christ is

the Lord of Paradise, the Son of God who
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upholdeth all things by the might of his

power, the representative of man, the head

of our race, in whom is eternal life. Other

names may perish, but the name of Jesus

Christ will abide forever. It is the name to

which every knee shall bow, which every

tongue shall praise throughout eternity.

&quot;Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to

receive glory and honour and power.&quot; By

him the race of fallen man has been raised

from their bondage to sin, to receive forgive

ness and power to enter upon the new career

of holiness. In Him, the personality of each

believer will receive its true worth
;
and by

union with His spirit the unexplored possi

bilities of our nature will be developed. His

consciousness is a vast ocean, where the sin

of the world is cleansed away, where the

treasures of the divine life are discovered to

us. &quot;To as many as received Him, to them
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gave He power to become the sons of

God.&quot;

Therefore we shall never cease wondering

at this third cross, at this unique presence of

Jesus among the fallen sons of men. Often

as we strive to rise by meditation to the lofty

regions of Christ s perfect consciousness,

often as we may be thrilled with some fresh

sense of His love, yet we ever come back with

the conviction that we have not reached the

highest altitudes nor scaled the peaks of

grandest vision. And so we bow the knee,

and pray that Christ may dwell in our hearts,

that we being grounded in love may be able

to comprehend what is the length and

breadth and height and depth, and to know

the love of Christ which passeth knowledge

that we may be filled with all the fulness of

God.
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